Obama’s new tax for the mega-rich

September 16, 2011
U.S. President Barack Obama is thinking about creating a new tax for America’s super rich. This means anyone with an annual income of a million dollars or more. The plan is part of his ongoing efforts to reduce the country’s huge deficit. The aim is to ensure top earners are not paying lower tax rates than middle earners. 
The idea for the new taxes came from billionaire investor Warren Buffett. Obama quoted from him in a speech he made in August. Obama will also end tax breaks for gas and oil companies.

Warren Buffett outlined (= donner un aperçu de) his proposals to put higher taxes on the rich in the New York Times. He wrote that the income tax he paid last year was $6,938,744, going on to say: “That sounds like a lot of money, but what I paid was only 17.4 per cent of my taxable income and that’s actually a lower percentage than was paid by any of the other 20 people in our office.” He highlighted (= souligner le fait que) how unfair the tax system was and how it favoured the mega-rich by saying that his middle-class employees had tax burdens (= charges) ranging from 33 per cent to 41 per cent, with an average of 36 per cent.” Mr Buffett said there were too many tax loopholes (= failles), which meant the richest pay relatively less tax. Reports say the proposal is likely to be called the Buffett Rule.
http://www.BreakingNewsEnglish.com/1109/110916-paying_taxes.html
1. Quelles sont les deux personnalités mentionnées dans l’article? Expliquez qui elles sont. Barack Obama est le président actuel des Etats-Unis. La deuxième personnalité, c’est Warren Buffet, un milliardaire américain.
2. Quelle loi veut proposer le président Obama? Il propose de taxer davantage les gros revenus aux Etats-Unis.
3. Qui sera concerné par cette loi? Les gens ayant un revenue annuel supérieur à un million de dollars.
4. Combien représentent les 17,4% du revenue imposable payés par Warren Buffet l’année dernière? 6 938 744 dollars.
5. En quelle année Warren Buffet a-t-il payé cette somme? En 2010 (puisque l’article date de 2011 et que Warren Buffet parle de ses impôts de l’an dernier).
6. Quel est le but de cette loi? De réduire le déficit budgétaire des Etats-Unis.
7. Quelles sont les charges financières des employés de classe moyenne, selon Warren Buffet? Cela de 33 à 41%, avec une moyenne de 36%.
