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The Republican-controlled state senate voted 33-29 for a bill that had earlier been approved by the lower house, which has a Democratic majority. 

New York Governor Andrew Cuomo quickly signed the bill into law. Gay weddings are expected to start within 30 days. 

It has become a contentious social issue ahead of next year's presidential and congressional elections.

"New York has finally torn down the barrier that prevented same-sex couples from exercising the freedom to marry and from receiving the fundamental protections that so many couples and families take for granted," Mr. Cuomo said in a statement.

He kept his promise to sign the bill as soon as he received it after the Senate vote - rather than wait the usual 10 days. 

Gay rights activists said the approval of the bill was a key victory for them, in what is seen as the birthplace of the US gay rights movement.

"It's about time. I want to get married. I want the same rights as anyone else," 36-year-old student Caroline Jaeger told Reuters news agency.

But New York's Catholic bishops said they were "deeply disappointed and troubled" by the passage of the bill, Reuters news agency reports.

New York now joins Connecticut, Iowa, Massachusetts, New Hampshire, Vermont and also the District of Columbia, all of which allow same-sex marriages. 

1. Qui est Andrew Cuomo? C’est le gouverneur de l’état de New York.
2. De quelle loi est-il question? L’approbation de la loi sur le mariage gay dans l’état de New York.
3. Qui n’est pas en faveur de cette loi? Les évêques catholiques de l’état de New York, qui se révèlent profondément déçus et inquiets de cette décision.
4. Qu’a fait Andrew Cuomo d’inhabituel par rapport à cette loi? Il n’a pas attendu les habituels 10 jours avant de signer en faveur de (d’approuver) cette loi.
5. Quelssont les 5 états qui ont déjà vote en faveur de cetteloi? Le Connecticut, l’Iowa, le Massachusetts, le New Hampshire et le Vermont (attention, le District of Columbian’est pas un état).
6. A combien de voix la loisur le marriage homosexual a-t-elleétéadoptée? 33 voixcontre 29.
