Happy Leap Day!

February 29 only happens every four years. Why?
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By Stephanie Kraus

Our calendar is normally 365 days long. It was created to match the cycles of the seasons. Julius Caesar noticed a problem: the Earth doesn’t circle the sun in exactly 365 days. It takes 365 and one-quarter days. He figured out that the extra fraction of a day would cause an interval between the calendar and the seasons. After 100 years, spring would start on April 13 instead of March 20.

Caesar used math to figure out a way to stop the calendar from shifting (décaler). He decided to add an extra day to the month of February every four years. His idea helped keep the seasons and calendar matched up. But it still wasn’t perfect -  his calendar was adding too many days.

In 1582, Pope Gregory XIII improved Caesar’s idea with his Gregorian calendar. Today, we still use it. 

The chance of someone being born on a Leap Day is 1 out of 1,461, or less than 1%. So what happens when someone is born on Leap Day? Do these Pisces celebrate their birthday each year, or do they instead have to wait four years to age? Statistics show that on non-leap-years, about 80 percent still celebrate their birthdays in February, rather than on March 1. 

http://www.timeforkids.com/news/happy-leap-day/31131

1. De quel genre de document s’agit-il ? D’où provient-il ? un article provenant d’un site Web (www.timeforkids.com).

2. Quel est le sujet de ce document ? les années bissextiles/le 29 février
3. Quel calendrier utilisons-nous aujourd’hui ? le calendrier Grégorien

4. Combien de jours compte notre calendrier ? 365 jours

5. Quel problème Jules César a-t-il relevé entre le calendrier et le cycle des saisons ? la terre ne met pas 365 jours à tourner autour du soleil, mais en fait 365 jours et ¼ de jour. De ce fait, les saisons seraient complètement décalées par rapport au calendrier.
6. Quelle est la probabilité de naître un 29 février ? 1 chance sur 1461, soit moins de 1%.
7. A quel moment les gens nés un 29 février préfèrent-ils célébrer leur anniversaire ? 80% d’entre eux le fêtent en février (et non pas en mars)
