HISTORY: How it all began

Amnesty International (Al) was founded in 1961 byitiBh lawyer Peter Benenson. He
became angry after reading a newspaper report d@ontiguese students who had been
sentenced to seven years in prison. Their crimgngatheir glasses in a toast to freedom.

Benenson began to think of ways to persuade oppeegsvernments to release such victims
of injustice. His idea was to bombard the authesitvith letters of protest.

To draw public attention, Benenson and several rotdivists organized a one-year
campaign. They called it “Appeal for Amnesty, 1961”

The campaign was launched in a newspaper artiakedrinternationally on May 28 1961.
The article “The Forgotten Prisoners” called ongleceverywhere to protest — impartially
and peacefully — the imprisonment of men and woareand the world for their political and
religious belief. These detainees were called tPwess of Conscience”.

Within a month, more than a thousand readers hatded#ers of support. Six months after the
publication of the article, Benenson announcedctirerersion of a brief publicity effort into a
permanent international movement.
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